Introduction
Loew (1869) described Hemipenthes with H. morio as its type species. Flies of this genus can be distinguished by the following combination of characters: size ranging from 5 to 14 mm; face rounded or bluntly projecting; flagellomere subconical at base, tapering to styliform apical two-thirds; wings base with at least some pigmentation, it may be faint but never completely hyaline; anterior tibiae smooth, without bristles or just with a single row of black bristles on postero-ventral surface.
The classification of Hemipenthes has been unstable. It was first considered as a synonym of Anthrax Scopoli (Osten Sacken, 1886b) and later as a synonym of Villa Lioy (Coquillett, 1910 The species of this genus are parasitoids or hyperparasitoids of species of Hymenoptera and other Diptera (Hull, 1973) . The parasitic relationships of the Nearctic species H. morioides and H. sinuosa have been described (Brooks, 1952; Finlayson and Finlayson, 1958) . The parasitic habits of these flies make them suitable for being used on biological control.
The purpose of this paper is to update the taxonomic information of North American Hemipenthes. Most of the taxonomic studies for Nearctic species of this genus were published in the 19th century (Loew, 1869, 1872; Coquillett, 1886, 1887, 1892, 1894a, b; Osten Sacken, 1886a, b, 1887). In the present paper two species are described, four synonymies are proposed, and one geographic distribution is corrected. It also includes a determination key to the North American species of Hemipenthes.
Material and methods
The descriptive terminology follows that published in the Manual of Nearctic Diptera (McAlpine et al., 1981) . The species descriptions are composite, based in all specimens. External morphological structures were observed and recorded using an Olympus ® SZX12 stereomicroscope. Dissections of male terminalia were performed as follow: dissection scissors were used to remove the last three abdominal segments, which were macerated for 24 hours in a 10% potassium hydroxide solution. Abdomen segments were rinsed with
